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EditorialIf you are reading this issue of Cell in print, you may have 
already noticed in flipping through to get to this editorial a dra-
matic change on our masthead page. If you are accessing the 
issue via the new Cell website, I encourage you to click on the 
Editorial Board and Contacts link to check it out. With the new 
year, we have revised and greatly expanded the Cell editorial 
board. We would like to take this opportunity to officially wel-
come the new editorial board members and to thank the cur-
rent members and those who are retiring their commitment for 
all of their efforts on behalf of the journal over the years.
In the last 5 years we have introduced a number of changes 
at Cell, most importantly in terms of expanding the overall 
scientific scope of the journal with the inclusion of new and 
emerging disciplines. Along with this expansion and the global 
growth in science, we have 
seen a significant increase in 
the diversity of our author and 
reviewer pool. In recognition of 
this changing landscape, we 
are proud to welcome 67 new 
members to the Cell editorial board. Among them are estab-
lished senior leaders and rising stars hailing from all corners 
of the world. Board members serve a vital role for the jour-
nal. They provide advice to the team of professional in-house 
editors on difficult or complicated editorial decisions, weigh 
in with opinions on general editorial policy, and help define 
appropriate conceptual and technical standards for the jour-
nal. Of course they also act as reviewers on individual manu-
scripts. Most importantly, we ask that editorial board members 
be committed to the success of Cell and to helping us ensure 
that Cell continues to serve the community by providing the 
highest standards of scientific publishing.
When I took over the Editorship of Cell 5 years ago, we set a 
new editorial vision for the journal, to keep our eye on the sci-
entific horizon and be open to unexpected discoveries, to make 
bold decisions, and to take informed 
risks in helping move science forward 
rapidly. This means weighing in actively 
with our own scientific expertise and edi-
torial perspective when necessary and 
not simply shuffling papers between authors and reviewers. 
It also means focusing on the story the paper tells and not on 
what we think the next installment should be. While some may 
think the work of an editor is mainly to reject papers, we have 
found that to achieve our vision for the journal the most impor-
tant task for an editor is to be an enthusiastic advocate for 
science and to actively define what is interesting and important 
to publish—in essence to accept papers. It is the challenge of 
this responsibility that makes the job for me and the rest of the 
team both rewarding and fun.
Cell was launched in 1974, early in the era of recombinant 
DNA technology when the ability to identify and manipulate the 
DNA content of a cell was poised to revolutionize our under-
standing of the molecular mechanisms of cellular processes 
including DNA replication, transcription, translation, and 
transformation, to name just a few. These processes and their 
mechanisms remain at the core of what Cell publishes. But 
over the years we have been witness to other revolutions, and 
Cell, like the biology it highlights, must continue to evolve and 
adapt to a changing environment. Now, 35 years after the jour-
nal’s inaugural issue, biomedical research is carried out in the 
context of high-throughput technologies, mechanism-based 
drug development strategies, single-molecule methodologies, 
and innovations in microscopy such as real-time imaging in 
vivo. A sequenced human genome and new tools for genome-
wide analysis of DNA and chromatin, RNA, and proteins allow 
new insights into the molecular mechanisms of human dis-
eases. There are also productive partnerships forming at the 
interfaces of biology with physics, mathematics, and engineer-
ing. It is in this new environment that we have expanded the 
scope of Cell to include more systems biology, computational 
and theoretical biology, human genomics, and human disease 
and have increased our coverage of immunology and neurosci-
ence. In order to capture some of these frontiers we have also 
introduced new article types, including Resource and Theory 
formats to highlight important technological advances, large-
scale datasets, and thought-provoking models that drive new 
experimental directions.
In addition to changes in the scientific landscape, we have 
also witnessed dramatic changes in the publishing landscape. In 
2005, we took an important step and made the content of all Cell 
Press journals from 1995 onward freely available to everyone 12 
months after publication, significantly increasing the reach and 
use of the published content. More recently we have moved to 
take advantage of the opportunities afforded by the web, pro-
viding audio and video content in the form of author interviews, 
podcasts, and animations. These features allow us to present 
content that is not easily captured in the two-dimensional world 
of print and help to bring the published data to life. In 2009, we 
are excited to be moving to monthly podcasts that highlight 
research published across the entire family of Cell Press journals. 
In addition, our recently introduced Cell PaperClips highlight 
one article in each issue with a brief engaging interview with the 
senior author. For both podcasts and PaperClips, the in-house 
scientific editors conduct the author interviews with the goal of 
putting the data in a broader scientific context and posing some 
of the probing questions that we think our readers would want to 
ask. I encourage you to check out the newest PaperClip, featur-
ing a discussion with Dr. Jean-Paul Vincent on his exciting new 
findings on morphogen gradient sensing, at http://www.cell.com 
and let us know what you think. Another new feature introduced 
in 2006, Cell SnapShots, offers readers an up-to-date summary 
of a topic in a useful one-page reference guide. In 2009 we will 
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add animation to make the SnapShots more interactive and 
didactic. We have also encouraged community dialog on the 
pros and cons of what we publish by providing a forum for post-
publication comment and discussion on every article. Finally, 
beyond our publications, we have reached out to the commu-
nity in developing LabLinks, 
a program of Cell Press orga-
nized and sponsored one-day 
meetings bringing together 
local scientists with shared interests to present their data in an 
informal style with the hope of fostering fruitful interactions and 
collaborations between neighboring groups.
In looking forward, there is much discussion in the popu-
lar and scientific press these days about the state of scien-
tific publishing and the opportunities for innovation. Hot but-
ton topics include the function and dysfunction of peer review, 
the monitoring of fraud and misconduct, the use and abuse of 
impact factors, and debate about who should pay for the costs 
of peer review and publication. One issue in particular that we 
at Cell will be focusing on in 2009 is redefining what consti-
tutes a “publishable unit” in the age of electronic journals and 
how we can best present the information content of a scientific 
article online. The vision in our crystal ball is still blurred, but 
some key elements are beginning to take shape. The scientific 
article of the future will no longer be tied to the constraints 
of a printing press and will take advantage of all the oppor-
tunities afforded by the web 
to introduce a hierarchical 
rather than linear structure, 
increased graphical repre-
sentations, and embedded multimedia. Inherent in our thinking 
about the scientific article of the future is the need to address 
the current unchecked growth in the amount of supplemen-
tal and supporting material and to identify constructive, well-
defined guidelines for what is reasonably and appropriately 
included in a unit of scientific advance. With these important 
and complex issues on the agenda for the near future, we look 
forward to working with authors, reviewers, readers, and all 
the members of our newly expanded editorial board to identify 
creative solutions to ensure that Cell lives up to its launching 
moniker, with the double meaning afforded by adjective and 
verb, as the journal of “exciting biology.”
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